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Jesus, the Good Shepherd (Part 2) 
John 10:7-21 

 
 

Thought for the Day: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who will lead us and guide us into 
the truth as we listen to His voice speaking to us through the Word of God. 
 

 

In John 10:7-21, Jesus continues to contrast His ministry and teachings with that of the 
Pharisees. He is the Good Shepherd who came to lead us into the eternal kingdom of God. 
They are false shepherds, whom He calls thieves and robbers. He claims that He is the only 
way to enter the kingdom of God and be saved. He gives His life that both Jews and Gentiles 
may be a part of His flock. So it is today—there are many false teachers in the Church, wolves 
in sheep’s clothing, who are leading many astray. We must continually feed on the Word of 
God and live our lives in accordance with its teachings, or we too will be led astray. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will 
go in and out and find pasture. 

➢ Jesus is clearly talking about spiritual salvation. He is making a very exclusive claim: He is 
the only way for a person to be saved. He is the only way that a person may enter into 
the kingdom of God and receive eternal life. It is only through Him that a person will find 
the true spiritual nourishment that will feed his or her soul. (John 14:6; Acts 4:12) 

➢ “Belief in Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God is the only way of being ‘saved’ from sin 
and hell and receiving eternal life. Only Jesus Christ is the one true source for the 
knowledge of God and the one basis for spiritual security.” (MacArthur, p. 6354). 

• In this day of compromise, toleration, and the demand that all views be accepted as 
equally valid, Jesus doesn’t compromise—and neither should we! 

• All paths do not lead to God. Jesus is the only way to heaven, and that means that 
every other way leads to hell! 

➢ “Salvation can only be received through Christ. Baptism will not do; neither will the Lord’s 
Supper. We must enter in by Christ, and by the power which He gives. The invitation is 
for anyone. Christ is the Savior of Jew and Gentile alike. But to be saved, a person must 
enter in. He must receive Christ by faith. It is a personal act, and without it there is no 
salvation. Those who do enter in are saved from the penalty, the power, and eventually 
from the very presence of sin.” (MacDonald, p. 2148) 

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly. 

➢ The ministry of false teachers results in spiritual death and destruction. Jesus’ ministry 
results in abundant life. 

➢ “We receive life the moment we accept [Jesus] as our Savior. After we are saved, 
however, we find that there are various degrees of enjoyment of this life. The more we 
turn ourselves over to the Holy Spirit, the more we enjoy the life which has been given to 
us. We not only have life then, but we have it more abundantly.” (MacDonald, p. 2148) 

➢ When we sin and walk in disobedience, we grieve the Holy Spirit and quench His ministry 
in our lives. Through confession, repentance, and obedience we are restored to the 



 2 

abundant life He came to give us. 

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

➢ A clear reference to Jesus’ voluntary, substitutionary death for sinners on the cross. (Cp. 
verse 15; John 6:51; Romans 5:6-8) 

12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep.  

➢ “A hireling is one who serves for money. For instance, a shepherd might pay someone 
else to take care of his sheep. The Pharisees were hirelings. Their interest in the people 
was prompted by the money they received in return.” (MacDonald, p. 2149) 

➢ False teachers don’t warn the people of spiritual danger; they lead them straight into it! 
(2 Timothy 4:3) They don’t warn people to resist the evil desires of their fallen sinful 
nature; they encourage them to embrace them and endulge them. (1 Tim. 6:8-10, 17-19) 

➢ The Good Shepherd exhorts us to lay up spiritual treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21); 
the hierling advocates accumulating material wealth on earth. 

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  

➢ “The Lord compared His relationship with the sheep with the relationship that existed 
between Himself and His Father. The same union, communion, intimacy, and knowledge 
that there is between the Father and the Son also exists between the Shepherd and the 
sheep.” (MacDonald, p. 2149) 

➢ The ultimate expression of intimacy and love between the Shepherd and His sheep is 
seen in His substitutionary, sacrificial death on the cross. 

16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  

➢ Jesus is referring here to the Gentiles who will hear His voice and become part of His 
flock, the Church. 

➢ Judaism is not another equally valid path to God. To be saved, a Jew must come to 
personal saving faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior just like a Gentile. 

17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take 
it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I 
have received from my Father." 

➢ To “lay down his life” refers to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and to “take it up again” 
refers to Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of 
them said, "He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?" 21 Others said, 
"These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind?" 

➢ We have the power to choose: Will we follow Jesus as our Good Shepherd, or will we 
reject Him and go about seeking our own way to heaven? 


